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House of Burgess: Scots could disunite the 
kingdom 
Scottish independence up for vote Thursday 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


On Thursday, more than 4 million Scottish voters age 16 and older will be 
asked to answer yes or no to a question hundreds of years in the making: 


“Should Scotland be an independent country?” 


Since 1603, Scotland has been ruled under the same monarch as England. 
The blessed union was made official in 1707, when the Kingdom of Great 


Britain was formed. If the referendum passes, this 307-year-old marriage 


would officially end in divorce March 24, 2016. Understandably, anxieties 


have been ever-increasing leading up to this week. 


“Scottish police are preparing for the possibility of significant protests in 
the wake of this week’s independence referendum result,” reported Chris 
Green of The Independent on Monday. “Police Scotland said it would 
‘respond appropriately to any issues’ which might arise after the result, 


which is expected to be announced early on Friday morning.” 


This vote didn’t come out of nowhere. If Scotland votes yes Thursday, it’ll be 
just the latest in a long line of countries to head for the exits in the past few 


decades. 


At its height in the years right before World War II, the British Empire 
claimed dominion over nearly a half-billion subjects — one-fifth of the 
world’s population at the time, the most in history. Since then, a systematic 
dismantling has taken place, leaving the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland progressively less united than ever. Between 1946, 
when Jordan gained independence, and 1986, when Australia and New 
Zealand went their own ways, 56 countries have declared their autonomy 


from the U.K. 


Somehow, though, I think this hurts a bit more than the others. Part of the 
traditional image the country projects leans heavily on Scotland. In fact, as 


the heir apparent to the throne, Prince Charles’ full title includes: “Prince 


and Great Steward of Scotland.” Those against the split also worry it could 


embolden other areas of the kingdom to follow suit. 


“In Northern Ireland, nationalists spy an opportunity to revive dreams of a 
united Ireland. Cornwall recently won minority status for its Celtic 
inhabitants,” reported Katrin Bennhold of The New York Times on Aug. 30. 
“But in Wales, perhaps more than anywhere else, nationalists have made 
the Scottish independence bid their own in the hope that it will stir passions 


at home.” 


I lived in Surrey, United Kingdom, for three months while student teaching 
during my final semester at Indiana University, so I’ve taken special notice 
of this story. I would never presume to tell residents of Scotland how to vote 
regarding their own sovereignty. But what kind of American would I be if I 
advised someone not to stick it to the Crown if that’s what they really 
wanted? We wouldn’t have a country to speak of if the loyalist argument 


had prevailed at our own critical moment of self-determination. 


Those who seek to keep the union together have reason to worry for the 
U.K. economy. Taken alone, Scotland’s economy is among the strongest in 
the region, and worries over the passage of independence already have 


shaken confidences. 


“Scottish independence is expected to knock up to 10 percent off the value 


of sterling, taking it back to levels last seen when Britain was in recession,” 


reported Phillip Inman of The Guardian on Sept. 7. “Nervous traders have 


already begun to sell the pound in response to narrowing polls.” 


It’s up to Scots to determine their own fate, but I will say this: If Scotland 
does decide to go it alone, it has to go all the way. There can be no half- 
stepping. It must adopt its own currency, not stick with the British sterling 
or join in the usage of Euro. Separation will be inherently messy, but it’s the 


only way the country could truly stand on its own. 


Rob Burgess, Tribune night editor, may be reached by calling 765-454-8577, 


via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 
twitter.com/robaburg. 


